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“BETSEY” PASSENGER LIST – 1767 

1. Dr. John Harris
and wife Elizabeth Scott.

2. Robert Patterson (Squire)
and wife ????
Children:

a) John
b) James
c) David
d) Sarah
e) Margaret

3. James McCabe
and wife Ann Pettigrew
Children:

a) John
b) James
c) Ann
d) Catherine
e) Mary
f) Agnes

4. John Rogers
and wife Mary Kelsey
Children:

a) James
b) John
c) David
d) A daughter

5. Henry Comegys or Cumminger
And wife Martha ??
Children:

a) Sarah
b) Martha
c) William
d) Mary
e) Jessy
f) Joshua

6. One family unknown.

N.B. The above family No. 4, Rogers, were not on the “Betsey” according to obituary lists – these 
being date 1770 – this information thus leads us to believe that it is very much in doubt whether John 
Rogers came on the “Betsey.” 



LIST OF PASSENGERS FROM LOCH LAXFORD – PICTOU – ON THE BARQUE ‘ELLEN’ 22nd MAY 1848 

Donald Kerr 
Sarah Kerr 
William Kerr 
John Kerr 
Ann Bethune 
Meran Bethune 
Barbara Bethune 
John Bethune 
Ann Bethune 
Johan Bethune 

Angus McKay 
Elizabeth McKay 
Barbara McKay 
William McKay 
Georgina McKay 
Margaret McKay 

W. Meran McLeod

Ann MacKay 
Elizabeth McKay 
Margaret Adam 

Murdo Morrison 
Elizabeth Morrison 
Ann Morrison 
Alex Morrison 
John Morison 
Donald Morrison 

William McKay 
Janet McKay 
Catherine McKay 
Neilina McKay 
Roderick McKay 
Murdo McKay 

Jean McKay 
Maria McKay 
Donald McLeod 
Johan McLeod 
Hugh McLeod 
Lucy McLeod 
Robertina McLeod 
David McLeod 
Betty McLeod 

Donald McLeod 
Mary McLeod 
George McLeod 
Mary McLeod 

Flora Kerr 
Cathie Kerr 
Hugh McIntosh 

Elspet McKay 
Georgina McKay 
Diana McKay 

Roderick McKay 
Barbara McKay 

John McLeod 
Ann McLeod 
Isabella McLeod 
Jean McLeod 
Barbara McLeod 

Donald McLeod 
Margaret McLeod 
Colin McLeod 
Simon McLeod  
Thos. McLeod 
Janet McLeod 

George McIntosh 
Janet McIntosh 

Donald McKenzie 
Ann McIntosh 
Robina McIntosh 
Donaldina McIntosh 
Gina McIntosh 
Roderick McIntosh 
Hughina McIntosh 

John McKay 
Jess McKay 
Georgina McKay 

Hugh McKenzie 
Betty McKenzie 
William Gunn 
Christy Gunn 
Donald Gunn 

McKenzie Gunn 
Merran Gunn 
John Gunn 
Mary Gunn 
Jane Gunn 
Donald Gunn 
Robert Gunn 
Angus Gunn 
William Gunn 

Barbara McIntosh  
Elizabeth McIntosh 
John Bethune 

Hecato McKenzie 
Donald McKenzie 
Angus McKenzie 
Margaret McKenzie 

Benjamin Gunn 
Flora Gunn 
Donald Gunn 

Fingal Morrison 

Hector Falconer 
Mary Falconer 
Flora Falconer 
Catherine Falconer 
Alexander Falconer 
Hughina Falconer 
Mary Falconer 
James Falconer 
John Falconer 
Peter Falconer 

Kathel Kerr 
Ann Kerr 
John Kerr 
George Kerr 
Bell Kerr 
William Kerr 
Barbara Kerr 

Mary McKenzie 

Donald McLeod 
Betty McLeod 
Hugh McLeod 
Christy McLeod 
Ann McLeod 
Elspet Matheson 
Robert Matheson 

Donald McKenzie 
Mary McKenzie 
Alex McKenzie 
Donald McKenzie 
Murdoch McKenzie 
Henry McKenzie 
John McKenzie 
Mary McKenzie 
Flora McKenzie 



Ann Sutherland 

George McLeod 
Nancy McLeod 

Catherine McLeod 

James McKay 
Bessy McKay 

Source: The Pictou Book by 
McLaren 

Jane Lamond 
Merran Lamond 

John Matheson 
Johan Matheson 
William Matheson 
John Matheson 
Patrick Matheson 
Kenneth Matheson 

Fairly McKay 
Jean McKay 

David McKay (cabin passenger) 
Donald Morrison 
Catherine McKay (wife) 
Peter Morrison 



PASSENGERS ON BOARD THE “LADY GRAY” – CROMARTY – PICTOU 1841 

“When the LADY GRAY left Cromarty, Scotland, she had on board 240 passengers, 75 of whom were to 
get off at Pictou and the remainder were for Quebec. From a dread of further suffering at sea, and on 
viewing the fertility of this portion of Nova Scotia and the prospects it presented for industrious farmers, 
about 135 of their number were persuaded to remain in Pictou.  

 

The following list of passengers were taken from a protest given at Pictou regarding the ill-treatment 
suffered under William Frey during the voyage.  
 

John F. Simpson 
James Allen 
John Ross 
John Campbell 
Hector Holm Jnr. 
Donald Gordon 
James Ross 
Donald Ross 
John McKay 
Hugh Fraser 
Duncan McDonald 
John Bannerman (weaver) 
Alexander McDonald 
Robert Ferguson 
Donald McKenzie 
Donald McLean 
Hugh McKay 
Hugh Ross 
John McLellan 
Alex Sutherland 
William McIntosh 
John Campbell 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: The Pictou Book by McLaren 
 
 
 
 
 
 

William McDonald 
Donald Sutherland 
Hugh Ross  
Angus McLean 
Donald Bannerman 
John Murray 
William Chisholm 
Colin McDonald 
James McPherson 
Hugh Beaton 
Robert Lillie 
George McKay 
John Sutherland 
William Bannerman 
William Gunn (tailor) 
Hugh Murray 
Alexander Taylor 
Angus McLeod 
Hector Holm Snr.  
William Ross 
Alexander Campbell 



LIST OF PASSENGERS ON BOARD THE SHIP ‘LONDON’ – GLASGOW – PICTOU – 1848 

(She made at least two voyages) 

Sailed from Glasgow, 11th April 1848 

Donald Nicholson 

James Reid 

Donald Kennedy 
Jane Kennedy 
Janet Pitbluda 

James MacDonald 
Janet MacDonald 

Daniel Robertson 
Grace Robertson 
James Robertson 

Glasgow 14th July 1848 

John McDonald 
Una McDonald 
Catherine McDonald 
June McDonald 
Murdock McDonald 

John McInnes 
Elizabeth Raird 
Donald Ross 
Janet Irvine 

Source: 
The Pictou Book by McLaren 

Thos. W. Kennedy 
Elizabeth Kennedy 

John Foley 
Elizabeth Foley 
John Pitbluda 
James Pitbludie 
Catherine Pitbludie 
Ann K. Pitbludie 
Alexander McDonald 

John Butler 
Mary Butler 
Sally Butler 
John Butler 

William Stevenson 
Neil McDonald 
Catherine McDonald 
Robert Dick 
Mary McIntosh 
Susan McIntosh 
William Burgess 
Catherine Wallace 
Alexander Laurie 

Anne Pitbluda 
Charles B. Pitbluda 
P. McD. Pitbluda
Anne Pitbluda
Catherine Pitbluda
John Pitbluda
Hugh Butler
James Butler
Jane Butler
Henry Butler

In cabin 
Mrs. Miller 
Mrs. Robertson of Nova 
Scotia 
Miss Elizabeth Chase 

Malcolm McKenzie 
Beth McKenzie 
Marion McKenzie 
Ewen McKenzie  

(written on back) 
For P.E. Island  
Neal McLeod 
Murdoch McLeod 
John McInnes 



LIST OF PASSENGERS ON BOARD BARQUE ‘LULAN,’ GLASGOW – PICTOU 17th AUGUST 1848 

George Cowie 
John Ferguson 
David Moses 
Thoams Lowther 
William Burt 
James Neilson 
Andrew Neilson 
William Grant 
 
George Prentice 
Jane Prentice 
 
Peter Samson 
Janet Sampson 
Peter Samson 
Margaret Samson 
Agnes Samson 
Robert Samson 
 
William Fleming 
Elizabeth Fleming 
Alexander Fleming 
Jane Fleming 
Hugh Fleming 
 
Hugh Maxwell 
James Neilson 
Marion Neilson 
Mary Neilson 
John Neilson 
Catherine Neilson 
 
Murdo McLeod 
 
Margaret McLeod 
 
Malcom McLeod 
Ann McDonald 
Ronald McDonald 
Donald McDonald 
Christina McDonald 
Mary McDonald 
John McDonald 
 
Donald McDonald 
Malcom McLellan 
 
Alex Gillies 
Flora Gillies 
John Morrions 
Isabella Morrison 

John Pollock 
Colin McLuckie 
William McCulloch 
John Fairlie 
Robert Sillars 
John Gillies 
Ann Gillies 
Flora Gillies 
Margaret Gillies 
 
Christina Gillies 
Catherine Gillies 
 
Angus McPhee 
Marion McPhee 
Ronald McPhee 
Angus McPhee 
Christina McPhee 
Hugh McLean 
Jessie McLean 
Marion McLean  
Effie McLean 
Catherine McLean 
Donald McLean 
Mary McLean 
 
Archibald McAulay 
Catherine McAulay 
Anne McLellan 
Penny McLellan 
 
Archibald McLeod 
Hector McLeod 
Marion McLeod 
Christine McLeod 
Jessie McLeod 
John McLeod 
Ewing McLeod 
Mary McLeod 
 
Peter McIntyre 
Gormal McIntyre 
Donald McIntyre 
Ann McIntyre 
Angus McIntyre 
John McIntyre 
Peggy McIntyre 
 
Ronald McDonald 
Donald McDonald 
Mary McDonald 
Peggy McDonald 

Allan Black 
 
Effie McAuley 
Donald McAuley 
 
Rory McLellan 
Flora McLellan 
Hugh McLellan 
Margaret McLellan 
Mary McLellan 
Donald McLellan  
Catherine McLellan 
Rory McLellan 
 
Neil McPherson 
Catherine McPherson 
Donald McPherson 
Samuel McPherson 
Marion McPherson 
Angus McPherson 
Fergus McPherson 
 
Duncan McIntyre 
Mary McIntyre 
Mary McIntyre 
Catherine McIntyre 
Anne McIntyre 
Neil McIntyre 
Effie McIntyre 
Angus McDonald 
Marion McDonald 
Ann McDonald 
Mary McDonald 
Neil McDonald 
Donald McDonald  
Christina McDonald 
 
John McIntyre 
Catherine McIntyre 
Mary McIntyre 
Effie McIntyre 
Mary McIntyre 
Christina McIntyre 
Effie McIntyre 
Donald McIntyre 
 
Ann Morrison 
Ann Morrison 
Mary Morison 
Mary Morison 
James Morison 
Allan Morison 

Mary Morison 
 
Neil McCormaig 
 
Ann Morrison 
Angus Morrison 
 
Finlay McInnes 
Penny McInnes 
Donald McInnes 
 
Finlay McLellan 
Mrs. R. Grant 
Mr. J. A. Dawson 
 
Margaret Black 
Duncan Black  
John Black  
 
Donald McDonald 
Catherine McDonald 
Mary McDonald  
Donald McDonald 
Miss J. Dawson 
Mr. Honeyman 
 
Mary McCormaig 
Donald McCormaig 
 
John Clarkson 
Cabin passengers 
James Carmichael 
Jessy Carmichael 
Mrs. Honeyman 
Mr. Faickny 
James Waddell 
 
 
A large number of these 
people went later to PEI 
and Cape Breton. 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: 
The Pictou Book 
By McLaren 
 





















































































Information 

Section 1: John Pagan 

Section 2: The ships Sarah and Dove (1801) 

Section 3: The ship Betsey (1767) 







INFORMATION ON PASSENGERS OF THE SHIP “SARAH” – 1801 

“In all 350, including Men, women, children and infants, making the number of full passengers to be 
250. Calculating the age of those under 16 at 830 ½ years, and therefore diving by 16, making a full
passenger, those above 16 years, 199; those below by the above calculation, 51. A total of 250 to go on
board the ship “Sarah” burdened 350 tons.

Customs House, Fort William, 8th June, 1801. These certify to the honbl Board of Customs that what is 
wrote on the twelve preceding pages is a true and exact duplicate and copy of the list of emigrants 
furnished and given in to us the 4th Currt. By Mr. Hugh Denoon, Pictou, Nova Scotia, dated at Inverness, 
the 1st instant. Intended to be shipped by him at this port on board the “Sarah”, of Liverpool, Smith, 
master, to be furnished by themselves in provisions for the voyage; and that on examining Mr. Denoon’s 
calculations of full passengers we find the same not exact. The numbers we find by the list to be 350 
souls, of which of full passengers above 16 years, 206, and 144 children under 16, whose ages amounts 
to 832 years and these years divided by 16 make of full passengers 52. A total of 258.  

(Sgd.) Colin Campbell 

Robt. Flyter a Comm. 

Thus we see that 350 passengers came to Pictou in the ship Sarah, which weighed 350 tons. It took three 
months for the Sarah to cross the Atlantic Ocean and some of the passengers died of whopping cough or 
small pox on the voyage. You can imagine the state they were in on arrival in Pictou, and the 
responsibility thrown on the local government. It was to help pay the expenses of such immigrants that 
Nova Scotia passed an act putting a tax of five shillings on every passenger to the colony. 

In the early 1880s, immigrants were swarming to Nova Scotia from British Isles. Most of them were 
penniless, and the shipmasters used to pack them into the holds of the old sailing ships which were 
poorly ventilated and infested with vermin. Here the passengers might be penned in for ten or eleven 
weeks while their ships crossed the Atlantic, so it is no wonder that disease spread like wild-fire and the 
ships were sometimes called immigrant “coffins.” Most of the passengers on the DOVE and the SARAH 
seem to have been farmers, labourers, tenants, and spinsters. Incidentally, the term “spinster” at that 
time simple meant a woman who could spin, and many of the so-called “spinsters” on these lists were 
the wives of the men listed immediately before. The agent who persuaded the Highlanders to emigrate 
was called Hugh Denoon. One thing he told the Highlanders was that in Nova Scotia the same tree 
would produce soap, sugar, and fir (?). 

Source: The Pictou Book by McLaren 



“Betsey” Presentation by Paula Prest 

This is Paula Prest of the Pictou County Genealogical Society and the topic today will be 
the “Betsey” passengers, who arrived in Pictou in 1767.  

1. As you may know, at the close of the Seven Years’ War, many companies were formed in the 
American Colonies and in Great Britain for land speculation in Nova Scotia.

2. At this time, immense land tracts were given away by Governor Montague Wilmot and his 
Council.

3. Some Grants distributed at this time included those given to McNutt in 1765; situated near 
Pictou Town, from Brown’s Point to Caribou; the Wentworth Grant, covering the area 
surrounding Merigomish; the Fisher Grant, on the South Side of Pictou Harbour, and the 
Philadelphia Grant of 1765, forming the greater part of Pictou Township and a large portion of 
Colchester County, which is the Grant we are covering in our Genealogical Survey and a small 
portion of which I shall now discuss.

4. Some shareholders familiar to us were: Rev. James Lyon and Captain Thomas Harris and Robert 
Harris, Doctor of Medicine in Philadelphia. In 1770-73, Pagan and Dr. Witherspoon bought three 
shares of land in Pictou from the Philadelphia Company.

5. The Brig. “Betsey” set sail from Philadelphia with five or six families, on May 4th, 1767, captained 
by John Hull out of Rhode Island and Halifax. She arrived in Halifax at the end of May and 
discharged 3000 feet of pine boards, then continued on to Pictou, arriving on 10th June 1767.

6. These unsuspecting settlers were under the impression at this time that their land had been 
previously cultivated by Acadians, who, as we know, were expelled in 1755. This, of course, was 
untrue (the cultivation part), although the French had had a settlement on Caribou Island and 
also at Merigomish.

7. The passengers on board the “Betsey” were:
a. John Harris and his wife, who was an agent with power of attorney to portion out land.
b. Robert Patterson, his wife, five children and one convict slave, who was a surveyor, in 

charge of layout and recording of all land grants. 

The custom of the day was to sell convicts to anyone who would but them and keep them for 
the remainder of their sentence. The other families on board were probably farmers and 
husbandmen, and included: 

c. James McCabe, who was originally from Belfast, Ireland, and his wife, and six children.
d. John Rogers, his wife, and five children and
e. Henry Comminger, his wife, and four or possibly six children.

8. The settlers were met on shore by four men from Truro who had come overland to greet the
newcomers and help in whatever way they could. Their names were John Otterson, Samuel
Archibald, Thomas Troop, and Ephraim Howard.

9. The original town was laid out at the Town Gut. Surprisingly, Harris settled on land purchased
from McNutt and not on Philadelphia Grant Land. Patterson made his first clearing at Lyons
Brook, but later moved to a claim he received from McNutt, approximately at Brown’s Point.
McCabe was the first to clear his land situated about five miles from the town. Rogers moved
inland to what is now called Rogers’ Hill, and Comminger settled in Pictou, then moved to Truro,
and thence to Sherbrooke where he and his family entered the ship building trade.



10. In 1768-9, they were joined by a few more families from Philadelphia, including the Rev. James 
Lyon, Matthew Harris, Parnabus McGee, and Robert McFadden. In 1770, according to the 
Return of the States of the Township of Donggal, as Pictou was then called, there were eighteen 
heads of families listed, with a total of 120 persons. As you can see, the community had 
expanded from the original five families to a sizeable settlement. These additional people had 
arrived in Pictou from Philadelphia, Truro, and Cumberland.  
 
In conclusion, this settlement included at this time a Doctor, Magistrate, Surveyor, Minister, 
Schoolmaster, and ship builder in addition to the erection of a sawmill and provision store, and 
many farmers. This was quite an accomplishment for a small group of settlers in three years and 
formed a solid base for a thriving community.  
 
 




